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My Dear Volunteer, 

You are my friend, 
my neighbor, my 
confidant.  

You are from down 
the street, across the 
lake and into the 
next county. 

You are young and 
old and in between. 

You are educated by 
your past and hope-
ful for the future.  

You guide me and 
move me in so many 
ways. 

You even bait my 
fishing line on those 
bright sunny days.  

You inspire those 
around you to open 
their eyes. 

You speak from your 
heart and listen with 
your soul. 

You are kind and 
caring; You give me 
strength to walk on 
my own. 

You give me hope to 
dream about tomor-
row. 

Thank you to all of 
our LGF volunteers 
everywhere.  This is 
what we are all 
about, giving 
HOPEé..so we can 
DREAMé..and ex-
perience the JOY of 
today. 

As an activity director 

in assisted living, the 

days we are going out 

on the pontoon are 

the highlight of the       

residentôs week!  

Fresh air, sunshine, 

laughter, comfort.  

Not many activities 

offer so many benefits 

in 2 short hours!!!  

Julie, Care Center  

Employee 

ñLetôs Go Fishing is all 

about SMILES!ò  It is 

so gratifying to see the 

Seniors, Veterans and 

Youth enjoying the 

time on the water.  It 

brings SMILES to 

those who get the    

opportunity and to 

volunteers, they get to 

experience the JOY it 

brings to people of all 

ages.   

Dave Hochhalter,  

Detroit Lakes  

Chapter President 

Gives me an experience that I am still amongst 

the living.  I am not forgotten.  I am still wanted 

and can still enjoy life.          

                  Clarence, Pontoon Rider 
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The Lure of the Water  

      As the 2011 

season of Letõs 

Go Fishing be-

gins, the lure of 

the water draws 

many seniors out 

of isolation and en-

courages them to so-

cialize and engage in healthy 

physical activity.  While, focus-

ing on their abilities rather 

than on their disabilities, 

plans for an outdoor excursion 

with any of the 28 chapters 

provides the emotional lift of 

anticipation.  The great out-

doors provides a sense of 

freedom like nothing else, es-

pecially for those who are oth-

erwise homebound.   

òBeautiful ride slowed to 

show special animals, 

birds and places we  

heard of long ago.  It  

was a very informative  

and beautiful trip.  All   

volunteers were  

so helpful to all and  

excellent with the  

handicapped.ó 
From pontoon guest remarks 

like òWe felt young again.ó, 

òSure beats the hell out of 

watching reruns.ó to òDo we 

have to be done?ó, the volun-

teers would add òWhat a  

pleasure to see their faces 

filled with delight.ó, òwatching 

a childõs eyes light up catching 

their first fish...finally, prying 

the child away from my legs 

as he thanked meéó to òLGF 

has given 

me the 

opportu-

nity to 

help 

make an-

other per-

son able 

to enjoy their life a little 

more.ó  One thing is clear. 

òLetõs Go Fishing is  

changing lives and  

impacting people.ó 
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We would like 

to introduce 

Erv Schmidt.  

 After reading 

an article in a 

newspaper about the Letõs 

Go Fishing program, Erv 

knew he had found òa good 

ideaó.   

Creating opportunities that 

give people something to 

look forward to is one of 

Ervõs favorite things to do 

and it was exactly what 

Letõs Go Fishing promised 

to do for the Buffalo com-

munity.  Partnering with 

Eric Nagel and Nyles Gentz, 

Erv joined the Buffalo 

Chapter Board of Directors 

as the Equipment Coordinator.  When Erv has equipment to prep, he loves to get others in-

volved like the nearest Senior Center.   

But Erv does not stop there.  He is an active captain or first mate on over 30 trips a season.  

Every chance he gets, Erv is encouraging others to get involved with the Buffalo Chapter of 

Letõs Go Fishing even if they believe they canõt do it.  òIt is so exciting to see someone break 

out of their shell and be who they can beó, says Erv.   

Now, Erv has a new adventure.  He and a team of 14 

volunteers are making toy Letõs Go Fishing pontoon 

replicas (see picture).  They cut out each piece, paint 

and assemble each pontoon.  It is a wonderful toy for 

anyone.  If you would like a Letõs Go Fishing pontoon 

replica of your very own, they are available for a sug-

gested donation of $7.00 to cover the pontoon and 

shipping.  Contact the Buffalo Community Center at 

(763) 682-6036, c/o Erv Schmidt.                                            

On June 8th, Erv was 85 years young. Happy Birthday, 

Erv!  When asked what is the secret to a good life, Erv 

replied, ò A positive attitudeó.    One thing we know 

about Erv, he is full of positive attitude.  Thanks for volunteering with Letõs Go Fishing, Erv!   

Thrill of the Catch  


